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53. Locke, John, 1986, Second Treatise on Civil Government, Prometheus Books.
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Political Legitimacy in the Qur’an (A Case Study of Obedi-
ence Verses)
Mohammad Qasemi

Ayatollah Mohammad Javad Fazel Lankarani

Abstract

If we assume a distinction between jurisprudence (figh) and theology (ka-
lam), where the former focuses on obligatory actions and the latter centers
around divine actions, the question of the origin of political legitimacy be-
comes a jurisprudential-theological issue. From two perspectives, this ques-
tion arises: First, who should and, indeed, must be obeyed? This is a jurispru-
dential inquiry. Second, for whom has God established the right to obedience?
This pertains to theology. Consequently, the present research approaches the
question of political legitimacy from a jurisprudential-theological standpoint,
examining the Qur’an to provide answers through an analytical-ijtihadi meth-
od, with a focus on the verses related to obedience. The findings of this study,
based on a case study of obedience verses, reveal that there exists a comple-
mentary relationship between the right to obedience and servitude. The right
to obedience, and consequently the necessity of obeying commands and pro-
hibitions issued by the possessor of this right, is established for anyone who
possesses the right to servitude. Such a right is exclusively reserved for the
Almighty, not limited to a specific time (such as the presence of an infallible
Imam). Since humans cannot directly be recipients of divine commands and
prohibitions, the Qur’an designates prophets and ‘ulil al-‘amr (those vested
with authority) as intermediaries for divine obedience in social and individual
matters. Although the most complete manifestation of ‘ulil al-‘amr is the infal-
lible Imam, many Shia scholars believe that during the occultation period, the
qualified jurist (faqih jami’ al-sharayit) will serve as the embodiment of ‘ulil



al-‘amr, whether with or without direct intermediation.
Keywords: Political Legitimacy, Obedience, Obedience Verses, Prophets,
‘Ulil al-‘amr.
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An Analysis of Economic Progress in Iran from the Perspec-
tive of Islamic Jurisprudence
Hussein Andalib

Abstract

The aim of this research is to analyze the progress of the country from the
perspective of Islamic economics (figh al-‘iqtisad). The concept of “progress”
has always been a concern for statesmen worldwide. Governments formulate
various documents to achieve this goal. In Iran, even before the victory of the
Islamic Revolution, several development programs were drafted and partially
implemented, resulting in progress. After the Islamic Revolution, develop-
ment programs, along with economic and financial policies, were further de-
veloped and put into action. Now, after four decades of implementing these
programs, assessing their shortcomings is of significant importance. In this
study, we focus exclusively on the critical analysis of the country’s economic
progress, specifically from the viewpoint of Islamic jurisprudence. The cen-
tral research question is: “What criticisms can be leveled against the country’s
progress from the perspective of figh al-‘iqtisad?” The research hypothesis
posits that there are criticisms of the country’s progress from the perspective
of Islamic economics, including issues such as income inequality, conspicu-
ous consumption, elitism, monopolies, inflation, unemployment, and currency
devaluation. The findings of the research highlight that one of the key factors
contributing to the emergence of these shortcomings is the limited familiarity
of policymakers and legislators with the Islamic and jurisprudential founda-
tions, especially those related to figh al-‘igtisad.

Keywords: Progress, Critical Analysis, Development Programs, Figh al-
‘iqtisad.
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Investigation of the Role of Public Opinions in the System
of Guardianship (Wilayah) and the Implementation of Polit-
ical Governance in Shia Political Jurisprudence with Em-
phasis on Imam Khomeini’s Views

Ali Karshenas
Morteza Shiroudi

Mahdi Giramipar!

Abstract

The discussion on the role of public opinions within the Wilayah system
traces back to the early days of Islam. Among the fundamental issues in the
jurisprudence of the Wilayah system is the significance of public opinions in
shaping the Islamic political order. Despite the absolute sovereignty of God
in the Islamic system, the divine will is vested in the practical realm, succes-
sively through the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh&p), then the Imams (pbuth),
and during the occultation, the Supreme Jurisprudent (Walt al-Faqth) holds
political authority. On the other hand, public opinions play a crucial and foun-
dational role in the formation, continuity, and success of political governance.
Based on the principles of Shia political jurisprudence, political participation
and creating a platform for active public engagement in political and social
arenas, as well as major societal decisions, are highly significant. Despite
existing research in this field, there has not been an independent study spe-
cifically focused on the role of public opinions in the exercise of political
authority based on the foundations of Shia political jurisprudence. Therefore,
the present research aims to address the following question: What is the po-
sition of public opinions within the Wilayah system, and how do they impact

1. Faculty Member of Qom University.



the exercise of political authority? The research methodology relies on logical
reasoning and establishing arguments through analogical deduction. The find-
ings of this article reveal that people play an influential role in the Wilayah
political system in two stages: 1. Initiation Stage: During the inception of
the Islamic government, their role becomes evident through allegiance to the
Wali al-Faqih, granting legitimacy and external realization to his authority.
2. Sustaining Stage: In this phase, people’s continuous presence in various
arenas, such as elections and other social activities, not only ensures their
participation in community affairs but also contributes to the preservation and
continuity of the Islamic government.

Keywords: Public Opinions, Political Authority, Political Legitimacy, Shia
Political Jurisprudence, Political Participation, Political Competition, Imam
Khomeini.
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The Principles of the Perfection of "Deep Understanding"
in Light of Islamic Government
(Theological Foundations, Shari‘a Philosophy and Theoreti-
cal Philosophy)
Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Mirbaqiri !
Yahya ‘Abdullahi 2

Abstract

This article seeks to explain the nature of deep understanding (tafaqquh) in
the governmental level so as to explore the basics and principles of gaining
such understanding. Evolved jurisprudence should place religion and shari‘a
in the position of authority and social guardianship in all its affairs. Therefore,
it can be called "jurisprudence of guardianship" which goes beyond the two
approaches of jurisprudence of subjects and jurisprudence of systems. In the
second part of the article, an attempt has been made to explain the steps of
obtaining an understanding in the government level in three stages by address-
ing the basics of the understanding method. The first stage is the promotion
of "theological foundations" centered on the definition of "religion" to the
application of worship and divine guidance. The second stage is to improve
the basics of Shari‘a philosophy by explaining the status of the Legislator in
the position of legislation" and, as a result, defining "Shar1‘a ruling". The third
stage is the promotion of the foundations of ‘Ustl1 philosophy with a view to
the "authoritativeness", which leads to a new basis of the authority of certainty
and the indicators of authority and the necessity of the perfection of rational
and conventional rules.

1. Lecturer of advanced jurisprudence and legal theories in the Islamic Seminary of Qom

2. Doctor of Shi‘atology and lecturer of higher levels of Islamic studies in the Islamic Seminary of Qom



Keywords: government jurisprudence, guardianship jurisprudence, religion,
guardianship, Legislator's status, authority.
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Social Theology and the Infrastructure of Practical Theolo-
gy according to Ayatollah Khamenei
Hamid Parsania"”
Ni ‘matullah Karamullaht 2

Sayyid Mahdi Miisavi 3

Abstract

"Being abstract and detached from social life is an important and non-es-
sential feature of Islamic theology, evoking the critical view of Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Husayni Khamenei as an enlightened Islamologist prompting him
to launch a new project in Islamic theology. This positive plan is formulated
by rereading religion as an epistemological system at the level of theological
knowledge and social theology and in the form of "a social profession with
coherent and consistent principles with a view to the collective life of human
beings". The basic foundation of this "social theology" is the entanglement of
religion in its most fundamental aspect with man's social life, giving identity,
order and harmony to human life and action based on a monotheistic concep-
tual network. Considering Ayatollah Khamenei's intellectual plan, "tawhid"
(monotheism) is the most key concept that runs through all the arteries of hu-
man life. Tawhid is not a mere philosophical insight, but a way of human life,
a social doctrine and a proposal for a "society" whose main lines and basic
principles separate people from incompatible and unruly societies of igno-
rance and tyranny. It supports, frees and transforms the stagnant human life in
society. In the heart of monotheism, psychological symbols and economic and

1. Full professor of Tehran University
2. Associate professor of Baqir al-Olum University

3. Doctor of the philosophy of social sciences, and lecturer of higher levels of the Islamic Seminary of Qom



social foundations and moral values are hidden. Therefore, monotheism is the
creator of a new social, economic and political order that can inspire and give
meaning to effective practical theology.

Keywords: practical theology, social theology, practical monotheism, social
theory, monotheistic society, Ayatollah Sayyid ‘AlT Husayni KhameneT.
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Requirements of the Ijtihad Method in Understanding Social
phenomena according to Ayatollah Khamenei

Abd al-Husayn Mishkani SabzewarT !

Ahmad Muballighi 2

Abstract

Understanding social and human phenomena is one of the most important
junctures where the social sciences intersect jurisprudence. The jurisprudence
system needs a special method to indentify subjects in order to derive rulings
on social phenomena, a method that lacks the methodological flaws of the
existing human sciences and also enjoys jurisprudential authority. It seems
that Ayatollah Khamenei seeks to recognize social phenomena by developing
the ijtihad method and complying with some requirements. The present arti-
cle aims at examining Ayatollah Khamenei’s current scientific and approach.
Meanwhile, an attempt has been made to identify his attitude towards the
knowledge of subjects. In the first sect, a part of the answer to the question
concerning his method has been given by examining the development in the
concept of ijtihad by him. In the second part, the methodological implications
of the logic of ijtihad in understanding social phenomena have been examined
from his perspective. The model and process of understanding social issues
from his point of view is the continuation of such a research that will be pre-
sented in another article.

Keywords: social phenomena, social realities, methodology, development
in ijtihad.
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